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Rome. The Forum and the House of the Vestal 
Virgins. Next to the Colosseum, the Forum is the 
most interesting ruin of Pagan Kome. Originally 
a market place, temples and other public buddings 
were erected near it, and it became the centre of 
civic life and the scene of aristocratic funerals, of 
gladiatorial combats and notable public events. 
Now of course it is a conglomeration of priceless 
fragments—statuary, columns, &c.—a mere hint of 
departed glories. The house was the retreat of 
the Virgins who kept the sacred fire burning in 
the Temple of Vesta. 
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